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Prov ERBS xixÞF2. 


That the Soul hy without Knowledge, 
it is not good. 


— 


PNG. . JN that vaſt Scale of created Beings 
which reaches from the Throne 
5 w of God downward by unnum- 

Mp * bered Gradations, Knowledge 
BD chiefly diſtinguiſhes one Species. 
From _ and places each Set of Creatures 
in a higher or lower Rank, as they are poſſeſt 
of it in a greater or leſs Degree. It is this which 
makes the Difference between Men and Brutes, 
and between Spiritual Intelligences and Men. 
It is a large Share of this likewiſe, which ſets 
one Man in a diſtinguiſh'd Eminence above 
another, ſo that be becomes but Little lower 
than the Angels; whilſt others, who are very 
deficient in it, may be Compared even to the 
Beaſts that periſh. _ 

The greateſt Knowledge inde:d, without 
Goodneſs, cannot give us Happineſs, the Re- 
ward of thoſe alone who excel in Virtue ; but 
then ſuperior Underſtanding renders that Feli- 
city more exquiſite, which true Goodneſs be- 
ſtows ; and therefore when our Virtue ſhall 
through Chriſt have brought us to Heaven, 
our Capacities will be vaſtly enlarged, and we 


N 

ball know as we are known ; that we may have 
a true Taſte of thoſe Joys, which the Heart of 
Man is unable here to conceive. 

It muſt be farther own'd, that a rational 
Diſcharge of our Duty towards God and Man, 
together win Faith in Chriſt and his Merits, 
is ſufficient of itſelf to give us Peace of Con- 
ſcience here, and perfect Knowledge and Hap- 
pineſs hereafter. This is the one, the only 


Thing abſolutely needful for all Perſons in 


general; the beſt Wiſdom that any one can 
be endued with; that which is ſo highly prais'd 


and recommended in Scripture, as far more 


valuable than Gems and Gold; the Subſtance 


of that, which was ſought after with ſuch 
Earneſtneſs by the ancient Philoſophers; 
which conſiſted in the Knowledge of the Sum- 


mum Bonum, and acting in ſuch a manner, as 


was moſt probable to obtain it. But then it 
muſt withal be confeſs'd, that the Knowledge 
of many kinds of Arts, "peg and Tongues, 
is very uſeful ; is inſtrumental, and even ne- 
ceſſary to the well-being of Mankind in this 
Lite, and conducive by promoting Virtue 
and Piety to their eternal Felicity in the 
World to come. 

To fay nothing at preſent concerning a Skill 
in Arts and Trade, which is undoubtedly 
very advantageous to the Commonwealth ; 

thoſe ſublime Sciences taught in our Seats 
of Literature, the Univerſities, are not only 
pleaſant Amuſements, but, if rightly applied, 
tend to make us uſeful Members of Society, 
and good Chriſtians. Of what vaſt Service 1s 
the Knowledge of the Mathematicks and Ges- 


metry . 


N 


E 


On 


„ 
metry to Perſons in ſeveral Vocations of Life? 
Who thinks ſo juſtly, reaſons ſo accurately, 
can deſcry Fallacies with ſuch Penetration, and 
make Diſtinctions with ſuch Exactneſs as the 
good Logician ? Who conſequently can more 
effectually, than he, baffle and defeat the wily 
Arguments of the ſubtle Adverſaries of our 
holy Religion, and can more ſtrongly con- 
vince himſelf and others of the Truth of it? 
What Perſon, that by the help of Phyſics diſ- 
cerns the Proportion and nice Contexture of 
Creatures in the Animal and Vegetuble World, 
their Diſpoſition, Order, and Uſe ; who like- 
wiſe, that by Aſtronomy conſiders the Magni- 
tude, Motion, and Arrangement of the hea- 
venly Bodies, but muſt admire and adore the 
great Creator of them, be inſpir'd with pro- 
found Humility and ardent Piety, and cry 
out with the Pſalmiſt on the ſame Occaſion, 
* O Lord, how manifold are thy Works, in Wiſ- 
dom haſt thou made them all! + What is Man 
that thou art mindful of him, and the Son of Man, 
that thou viſiteſt him! || I will ſing unto the 
Lord, as long as I live; I will praiſe my God 
while I have my Being. S [ will meditate on 
his Precepts, and have reſpect unto his Ways. 
Thus it appears that the Knowledge of Arts 
and Sciences is ſuch, as it is good that 
the Soul be endued with; and though it is 
not ſo univerſally neceſſary as the Knowledge 
and Practice of true Religion for every Indivi- 
dual, yet that it is highly requiſite that ſome, 
and indeed no ſmall Number, ſhould be fur- 
niſh'd with it. 
5 Neither 
* Plal. civ. 24. + Pf, viii. 4. Pſ. civ. 33. Hf. cxix. 15. 


„„ 

Neither is the Fear of God and keeping his 
Commandments, though always mentioned in 
Holy Writ, as the chief Point of Wiſdom, 
the only thing there, which goes by this 
Name. * Wiſdom 1s declared to dwell with 
Prudence, and to find out Knowledge of witty 
Inventions. f The Man of Underſtanding, fays 
Solomon, ſhall attain unto wiſe Counſels, to 
underſtand a Proverb, and the Interpretation, 
the Words of the Wiſe and their dark Sayings. 
And in what the Knowledge of this wifeſt of 
Kings and Men chiefly conſiſted may be learnt 
from that Deſcription which is given of it in 
Scripture. | He ſpake Three thouſand Pro- 
verbs, and his Songs were a Thouſand and five, 
and he ſpake of Trees from the Cedar-Tree that 
7s in Lebanon, even unto the Hyſſop that ſpring- 
eth ont of the Wall; he ſpake alſo of Beaſts and 

of Fowl, and of creeping Things, and of Fiſhes. 
As this is the Caſe, it cannot be amiſs to 
ſuppoſe that the Word Knowledge in my Text 
may ſignify, not only the Practice of true Re- 
ligion, but a Skill in Arts and Sciences, and 
all Kinds of uſeful Literature &: And in this 
latter Senſe it will be moſt agreeable to my 
preſent Deſign to enlarge on them. But to 
deſcribe the Benefits of all Kinds of Learning 
in a particular Manner, would be ſufficient to 
fill large Volumes, and far exceed the Limits 
of a Sermon; I ſhall therefore confine myſelt 
to much narrower Bounds, and, without ſay- 
El Oe ig 

Prov. viii. 12. + Prov.i.6. || 1 Kings iv. 32, 33. 
The Hebrew Word us'd here for Knowledge, is uſually 


render d into Greek by ste, which ſignifies Science, ot 
Skill in Arts and Learning. 


EET 
ing more of Arts and Sciences, than has been 
already deliver'd in general Terms, ſhall wholly 
employ the remaining Part of this Diſcourſe 
on the ſingle Conſideration of that Branch of 


LEARNING Which our Youth are taught in 
 Grammar-Schools, as it is a Subject which 


ſeems beſt adapted to the Solemnity of this 


Day: And 


Firſt, I ſhall endeavour to draw forth the 


Advantages of this Sort of LEARNING, and 
the Diſadvantages attending the Want of it. 


Secondly, I ſhall ſhow how: ſuch Learning 
may be abus d. 


Thirdly, I ſhall make ſome Reflexions on 
what has been before deliver'd. 

Firſt, Tam to draw forth the Advantages 

of that Sort of LEARNING which our Youth 


are taught in Grammar-Schoots, and the Di/- 


advantages attending the Want of it. 


Now every one knows that the learning of 
dead Languages is the chief Employment 
of the Scholar in ſuch Places of Education, 
tho* the teaching him to write his own Lan- 
guage correctly, and likewiſe his Improve- 
ment in Virtue and Religion is here by no means 
to be neglected: What therefore I ſhall now 


endeavour, is to demonſtrate the Uſetulneſs of 
this Learning. 


Firſt, The Knowledge of theſe Languages 
is reckon'd as an Ornament and Excellency in 
him that is furniſh'd with it, ſets a Man above 
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PEP 
the Vulgar, commands ſomething of Reſpect 
from thoſe who are his Equals in outward 
Circumſtances, and obtains often the Favour 
of the Great, and a Place in their Company 
and F riendſhip. This is an Advantage of 
learning the Ancient Languages which gene- 


rally moſt ſtrikes the common People, and 
which indeed deſerves ſome regard. 


But I ſhall proceed to conſider ſome other 
and more ſolid Been reſulting from it. 

By this we are enabled to "converſe with 
thoſe of neighbouring Nations, in many of 
which theſe Tongues are 1 more gene- 
rally than they are with us. 

Buy a skill likewiſe in the dead Languages, 
many of the living ones are learnt with much 
the greater Facility, becauſe the latter are in 
a great meaſure deriv*d from the former, and 
now bear a very near Analogy to them. 

But few, it will be ſaid, ſuch as the Stateſ- 
man and 'the Merchant, have need of Latin 
and Greek for the Uſe of Correſpondence with 
Foreigners; to which it may be anſwer'd, that 
this 1s ; certainly far from being the only Caſe in 
which they are wanted : Many of thoſe, whoſe 
Circle of Buſineſs lies within the Limits of 
their own Country, have great Occafion for 
them. 

While the preſent Terms in Phyſick ſhall 

be in Uſe, molt of which are of Greek Origi- 
nal, and while the Works of Hippocrates and 
Galen, and other great Men of the ſame Pro- 
feſſion, who have wrote in the Ancient Lan- 
guages, ſhall be thought worth Reading, they 


will 
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191 
will never be deemed unneceſſary for the Phy- 
fician ; and as long as the Orations of De- 
moſthenes and Cicero ſhall be eſteemed, as they 


ever _ to be, the beſt Models of Oratory, 


the underſtanding the Languages; in which 
they wrote, will be reckon'd a proper Qualifi- 
cation for a Pleader at the Bar. „„ 

It may be ſaid that theſe Authors may be 
tranſlated, and the End thus anſwer'd, to thoſe 
who are to read and imitate them, with much 
leſs Trouble; but every one, who is acquaint- 
ed with them, muſt be ſenſible, that neither 
their Spirit nor their full Senſe can be preſerv'd 
in the beſt Tranſlation ; and therefore he that 


reads them, when turn'd into a different Lan- 


- guage, muſt read them at a great Diſadvan- 
tage. te 8 . 
But among all the Profeſſions in the World, 


o 
* 


the Divine has certainly the greateſt need of 


Skill in the learned Languages. How is it 
poſſible for him otherwiſe thoroughly to under- 
ſtand the Books of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment? We have, *tis true, a good Tranſla- 
tion of theſe Writings. But no Tranſlation is 
perhaps entirely free trom Errors. None does 
or can expreſs the full Senſe of the Original in 
every Particular, as I juſt now obſerv'd. From 


hence the Unlearned, by truſting wholly to the 


Tranſlation, are often puzzled. and bewilder'd 
in an inextricable Labyrinth of Difficultics, 
wreſt the Scriptures to their own Damnation, 
and that of others“; propagate-falſe and im- 

5 8 pious 
The Anabaptiſis relying on the Tranſlation of the 


Words. Tlegeuliy]es Sy Hife M T Ehn 
Parligales «ie, &c, Go ye therefore aud teach all 


Nations; 
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10 
pious Doctrines, and introduce into the Church 
the moſt abominable Hereſies and deſtructive 
Diviſions. This has been the Caſe, and is 
now ; and this undoubtedly would be the Caſe 
much oftner; were there no Perſons ſkilPd in 
the Original Tongues left in the World, to 
clear up and refute theſe fatal Errors of the 


Ignorant. ' 7 | 
Should the learning the Original Languages 
be wholly neglected, and nothing but a Tranſ- 
lation uſed or underſtood among us, Men of 
perverſe Minds and ill Opinions would make 
diſmal Shipwreck of the Word of God another 
Wh 3 e ay. 
Nations, baptizing them, &c. Matt. xxviii. 19. thought 
they had ſufficient Reaſon to reject Infant-Baptiſm, be 
cauſe the Apoſtles are there order'd to teach thoſe they 
baptize ; but Infants, ſay they, cannot be taught, there- 
fore ought not to be baptized ; if they had been acquaint- 
ed with the Orighal Word yabyrivozre, which pro- 
perly ſignifies——mate Diſciples F< bring into my School or 
Church, they would not have found Room for drawing 
this Conſequence. FP | | 
Chub, in one of his 'Tratts, tells us that St. Matt heau, 
and St. Peter in the Acts of the Apoſtles, contradict each 
other, becauſe the one ſays that Judas hanged himself, 
Matt. xxvii. 5. the other, that — falling headlong, he bur/t 
 afunder in the midſt, and all his Bonwels guſhed out, Acts i. 18. 
If he had known that the Greek Word, & HH, which 
is tranſlated, hanged himſelf, —often ſignifies -was /iranglcd 
or /uffecated, — he would have ſpared this Cenſure, and not 
endeavour'd to invalidate the divine Authority of the ſacred 
- Vriters by ſo heavy a Charge. 
Theſe two Texts in our "Tranſlation relating to Chriſt— 
The Ft. born of every Creature, Col. i. 1 5. and The Begin: 
ning of the Creation of God, Rev. iii. 14. have been quoted 
by many A4rians in Support of their Tenets, whereas the 
original Words — IIe S. ng 4 £65 &—# "Ap3n 
Tis #igews T% bes, — which properly ſignify — The firft- 
born or jfir/t-begottenhefore all Creation, and the original or 
efficient Cauſt of the Creation of God, really make againſt 
tem, See Blachavali's Sacred Claſſics, Vol. 11. Pt 2. Ch. z. 


1 

Way. They would make a very unhappy 
Handle of the aforegoing Aſſertion, That 
every Tranſlation may be erroneous, and muſt 
be deficient, -- and yet this Aſſertion could not 
be denied. When any Paſſage in Scripture 
oppoſed their Luſts, or contradicted their No- 
tions, they would immediately pronounce it a 
falſe Tranſlation ; and we ſhould want the 
ſtrongeſt Proof of all to demonſtrate it not to 
be ſo. Doe ET 

It is therefore to be hoped that ſuch Encou- | 
ragement will always be given to this Sort of 
Learning, that there will never be wanting 
| Perſons well ſkilled in the Hebrew and 

Greek Languages, who will be able to ſilence 
every little Caviller with the Words of the 
Tranſlation, and thus cut off from the Ene- 

mies of our Religion the fatal Occaſion of ſap- 
ping the Foundation of it laſt mention'd. The 
latter of theſe Tongues has been for a long 
Time carefully taught, but the former has 
been of late Years too much neglected; tho? 
now, Thanks be to God, it does, by the lau- 
dable Pains and Induſtry of ſome Labourers 
in Chriſt's Vineyard, begin again to flouriſh 
amongſt us. 

But ſome pious Perſons have diſapprov'd of 
the Authors, from which the Greek and Latin 
Languages are learnt in our Schools, as being 
for the moſt part Heathen. What have the 
Children of Chriſtians to do, ſay they, with 
the Works of Pagans ? -* hat Part has be 

that believeth with an Infidel ? | 
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(2 J 
This Obßjection ſeems at firſt Sight to carry 
in it ſome Weight, but if duly confider'd, will 
be found not to be ſufficient to baniſh theſe 
Authors from our Places of Education. Some 
of them contain no abſurd Notions of a Deity, 
and very uſeful Precepts of Morality. It will be 


ſaid indeed, that the Goſpel of Chriſt, and Wri- 


tings of his Followers are far ſuperior to them 


in both theſe Reſpects. This is readily granted. 


But then even this Inferiority of the Heathen 


Writers affords a very good Reaſon why they 


ſhould be read. Hence the Excellence of 


Chriſtianity is diſplay' d in a clear Light. 


Hence the vaſt Advantages of Reveal'd Reli- 


gion over Natural, plainly appear. Hence 
the Divinity of our Bible is ſtrongly evinced, 


| becauſe on the Compariſon we find in it ſuch | 


Words as Man never ſpake, ſuch Doctrines 
and Inſtructions as far exceed thoſe of the moſt 
celebrated Philoſophers. 

The peruſing likewiſe the Lives and Actions 
of Tod go of the beſt Men among the Heathen, 
as dehver'd down to us by theſe Authors, may 
work in us very good Effects, a juſt Shame of 
being outdane by them in Virtue and Piety, 
and a- generous Emulation and Endeavour to 
exceb them in both. 

But it is farther ſaid: - We ringe into 
the very Sink of Paganiſm ; we order our 
Youth to learn the moſt monſtrous Fables and 
Fictions, the wild extravagant and deteſtable 
Stories of their Gods. However it may ap- 
pear at firſt View, a great Advantage may 
ariſe even from the learning theſe Parts of Pa- 
gan Authors, Theſe F alſehoods themſelves 
: - contribute 


113 
eontribute to prove the Truth of our Religion. 
If Men under the Guidance of their own natu- 


ral Reaſon, fell into ſuch prodigious Errors 
and ſhocking Abſurdities, what an evident 


Neceſſ ty is there for divine Revelation? And 


it tl re was ſo much need of ſuch Revelation, 


why ſtculd we not think that the good God 


has ſupply'd the Wants of Mankind by giving 
it to them; ? Yea, how ſhall we, after a View 
of the groſs Ignorance and Stu r of the 
Heathen, : count for Men's better underſtand- 


ing divine Affairs now, than they did former- 


ly ; ------ * That the Earth has in theſe latter 
Times been filled with the Knowledge of the 


Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea ; unleſs we 
acknowledge that God has maniteſted himſclf 


to them in an extraordinary manner? 
Another good keaſon, why Pagan Authors 
ſhould not * taken out of the Hands cf 


Youth, is becauſe their Language is pure and 


genuine; yea, their Writings are the only ſute 
Teſt, by which Purity of Language in the 
Works of other Perſons, who have written 
in the ſame Tongue, can be prov'd. Now 
the true Knowledge of this Propriety of Lan- 
guage is of no ſmall Uſe to the Chriſtian Di- 
vine. It tends greatly towards eſtabliſhing 


the Truth of the New Teſtament ; Theſe 


Sacred Writings themſelves have been loaded 


with a heavy Charge of Solcciſms : This has 


been happily taken off by means of this Know- 
ledge. Many learned and good Men, cſpe- 
_ cally one, f whofe Name will always be re- 
membred with Honour, have by a diligent 

reading 
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reading the Pagan 2 univerſally al- 


low'd to write pure Greek, found that thoſe 
Expreſſions in the New Teſtament which are 
called Barbariſms and Improprieties occur in 
theſe, and therefore that in reality they by no 
means deſerye this Name. They have, by 
carefully comparing the Sacred Authors with 
the profane of undoubted Authority, made 
it plainly appear that the former are wrote 
in as pure Language as the latter, if we ex- 
cept only a few Hebraiſms, which often add 
Strength and Beauty to the Greek Tongue, as 
every one. is ſenſible they do to the Engliſh. 
But in cafe the Heathen Greek Authors had 
never been read and ſtudied, this Imputation 
of Impropriety had never been thoroughly 
and effectually removed from the Writings 
of our Evangeliſts and Apoſtles ; for that 
ſome Expreſſions in them are not agreeable 
to the common Rules of Grammar, and there- 
fore ſeem to be no good Greek, cannot be de- 
nied. If this Imputation had not been taken 
off, the following Queſtion would of Courſe 
have been aſk d: How could ſuch barba- 
rous Language be written under the Direction 
of the Spirit of God? This had been a Dif- 
ficulty not eaſy to be ſolv'd. But now the 
learned Divines of our Church, by a perfect 
Knowledge and Underſtanding of the Pagan 
Greek Authors, have clearly prov'd, that not 
the inſpired Penmen, but their unjuſt Accu- 
ſers, are to be Cenſured for their Ignorance of 
proper Language; and thus effectually re- 
mov'd this Stumbling-block out of the Way. 


It 
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It may be here ſaid- The Work is now done 
to our Hands. The Chriſtian Authors have 
been brought to the Teſt, and their Lan- 
guage has been prov'd ſound and good: 
Now we have ſcrv'd our Turn with the 
Heathen Authors, they may be flung away, 
as no farther uſeful. But this is a Miſtake. 
The continual Peruſal of them will till be 
of Advantage. Hence every one, that can 
read them, may be ſatisfied that the Quota- 
tions of the Learned from the Heathen Writers, 
to ſhow the Propriety of Language in the 
Chriſtian Evangeliſts and Apoſtles, are ge- 
nuine; and hence all Room for aſſerting the 
contrary, will be taken from the Enemies of 
_ our Religion. 

The Uſe then of our reading and getting a 
Knowledge of Heathen Authors is apparent. 
The Time of Life moſt proper tor this Buſi- 
neſs muſt certainly be that, which is gene. 
rally employ'd in it, the Time of Childhood 
and Youth. To make Children read large 
and abſtruſe Treatiſes of Divinity, and Men 
amuſing Stories and Fables, would be very 
prepoſterous. Indeed a good Choice ought 
to be made of the Heathen Writers to be put 
into the Hands of young Perſons. The moſt 
innocent and Virtuous, and ſuch as will beſt 
anſwer the Ends above-mentioned, are to be 
pitch'd upon for this Purpote : And what- 
ever Parts in them are Immoral and tend to 
the Promotion of Vice, ought never to be 
touch'd, ------ As for the Pagan Mythology, 
there is, I apprehend, no Danger in it: No 
Child is fo ignorant, as to believe it, but all 


3ke 


take it, as it is, for mere Fiction and no- 
thing elſe. 

But tho' I am of Dpinion that Pagan Au- 
thors ought to be read by young Perſons, with 
the Cautions here given; it muſt be obſerv'd, 

that all the while I am far from aſſerting that 
the Study of theſe ought to be their only Em- 
ployment ; the Doctrines and Precepts of 
| Chriſtianity, which are neceſſary to Salvation, 
ſhould undoubtedly be taught Children in a 
plain and eaſy manner, even before the time 


they generally read theſe Authors in Grammar 
Schools, and while they are reading them there. 


1 proceed now to my Second Head, under 
which I am to ſhow how the Learning re- 
ceived by us in our Youth may be abuſed. 


There are two Ways by which Perſons may 
be guilty of an Abuſe of this Learning: The 
firſt is, when they uſe it to no Purpoſe, and 
the ſccond, when they ule it to a fg one. 


The true Ends of Learning are noble and 
important, the good of Mankind, and the 


Glory of God. It it is directed to both or 


either of theſe, it is uſed as it ought ; but if 
it is only employed in truitleſs Amuſements, 
it is wrongly apply'd. | 
uch were the difficiles nugæ, which the 
Monks formerly made their Study. Thee 
ſacred Trifters excrciſcd that little Learning 
they 
. Little Tricks in Writing, which required much Time 
and ſmall Capacity, ſuch as cee, anger ms, and the 


S 


like, were the Produclicus of the Monk: IN Age. Sce the 


Spedutor, Nv. 60. 


; N. 
8 


t 


. to explain Without Succeſs. 


7 


they had in empty Puerilities, and laborious 


Searches after nothing, neglecting to acquaint 
themſelves with every thing which they ought 
to have known; and therefore have been 
juſtly look*d on in a very abject and contemp- 
tible Vicw. 8 N 
The Caſuiſtry of the Schoolmen, who fill'd 
many huge Volumes, with the Diſcuſſion of 
Points, which they never could decide, and 
after all their ado brought forth ſomething as 


little and ridiculous as the labouring Moun- 
tains; and the fine-ſpun Criticiſms of ſome of 


the Moderns, who often make two trifling 


Words or inſignificant Particles combate each 


other for ſeveral Pages, and in the End leave 


the Matter in Debate, as doubtful as they 
found it, may be deſervedly called a ſquan- 


dering away of much good Learning. 

Jo take a great deal of Trouble in endea- 
vouring to unravel myſtical Parts of Scripture, 
the Knowledge of which can be of no real Ser- 
vice to us, and which, while their Explication 
is attempted, are often involved in a thicker 
Cloud of Darkneſs ; and to labour many 


Years, and through a Number of Volumes, 


to explain and fupport a favourite Poſition, 
which, by its want of ſo much to be ſaid for 
ics Illuſtration and Defence, is prov'd to be 


good for nothing, is not leſs idly to miſapply 


that good Talent, which might be turn'd to 
much better Advantage. 

A Lake- 

* The Viſions of St. Je in his Revelerion are heote 


chiefly intended, whick many learned Men have attempted 
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Likewiſe to be oſtentatious of our Learning, 
to ſtuff our Writings, or Diſcourſe, with 
abundance of needleſs Latin and Greek, out 
of a vain Affectation of being thought great 
Scholars, is only to take Pains to make our 
ſelves ridiculous. 

But there are much greater Abuſes of Learn- 
ing than theſe. ----- To make Uſe of it for the 
Diſcouragement of Virtue, and in order to 
countenance and promote Vice, is much more 
culpable. How inexcuſable are thoſe in a 
Chriſtian Country, who employ that excellent 
Endowment in nothing but fooliſh T alking 
and jeſting, which are not convenient, in lewd 
Poems, Novels, and ranting Rhapſodirs, in 

dreſſing up Whoredom and Drunkenneſs in 
ſuch a manner, as may moſt effectually allure 
to them the Souls of young Perſons void of 
Underſtanding ? 

What can be ſaid bad enough of thoſe Men 
of Learning, who by all the Subtilties of ſo- 
Phiſtical Argumentation endeavour to prove 

that there is no real Difference between Vice 
and Virtue, that nothing, but Cuſtom and 
Prejudice, makes the Diſtinction, that private 
Vices are publick Benefits; who by the ſame 
Arts attempt the Juſtification of Treachery, 

Perjury, and all Kinds of ſhocking Barbari- | 

ties? Such impious Wretches as theſe there 
have been, and are now. It we require par- 
ticular Inſtances : The Free-thinkers of our 
own Nation, and the Jeſuits of the Romi// 


Church will ſupply us with a great Number ot 
them. 
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Yea, there have been Men, who ( Horrible 


to be mention'd !) have employ'd their Rea · 


ſon and Learning in trying to prove that there 


is no God; and thus profeſſing themſelves wiſe, 
have become the worſt of Fools. 


Many alas ! there are at this Time, who 
uſe as much of theſe Talents as they are 


Maſters of in muſtering up Tales and Argu- 


ments againſt the Chriſtian Religion and Di- 


vine Revelation. 


There are ſome, who till do worſe, who, 
not content to diſpute and argue againſt Chriſt 


and Chriſtianity in a cool and moderate man- 
ner, ſummon up all their Wit and Learning, 


to ridicule and vilify them; blaſpheme our 
Saviour in the moſt e e and ſhocki 


Language, burleſque the ſacred Service of the 
Church, and make the Word of God itſelf 


their By-word, their Sport, and Jeſt. This is 
inſufferable indeed. * This ſurely is an Ini- 
quity to be punifhed by the Fudge. 

Having thus conſidered how LE ARNINO 
may be abuſed, ---- I come in the third and laſt 
Place to make ſome Reflexions on what has 


been before deliver'd. 


Now LEARNING, and in particular that 
Branch of it, which regards = Languages 
taught in our Schools, is proy'd in the begin- 
ning of this Diſcourſe, to be very good. 
Thoſe then, who deſpiſe it, as ſomething vain 
and worthleſs, are much in the Wrong; young 
Perſons who apply themſelves to it with pro- 


per Attention and Induſtry, are highly to be 
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commended; and thoſe of more advanced 
Vears are no leſs praiſe-worthy, who make it 
their Buſineſs to promote it in others. The 
Gentlemen, who at preſent do me the Honour 
of being my Auditors, muſt excuſe me, if I 
here publickly declare them entitled to this 
Commendation; for undoubtedly, one great 
Inducement with them to enter into this friend- 
y Meeting, was to give Countenance and En- 
ment to ſound and uſeful Literature. 

As the Knowledge of the Ancient Lan- 
guages is. of great Benefit; ſo the learning 
ſome of them, particularly the Greek, in a 

meaſure from Heathen Authors, I have 
proved to be of eſpecial Advantage. But 
then we muſt be cautious and prudent in the 
Peruſal and Management of theſe Writers. 
We muſt be careful to ſever what is good in 
them, from what is evil; to chuſe the former 
and reject the latter; to uſe them to the lau- 
dable End, I have here propoſed, for the In- 
creaſe of Virtue, and the IIluſtration and 
Eſtabliſnment of the Truth of divine Reve- 
lation; and to teach others, particularly young 
Perſons, to apply them to the ſame. Neither 
ought we, when advanced in Years, to make 
the Study of them our main Buſineſs. Tf we 
read them then, it ſhould be not fo much for 
their own ſake, as the ſake of Religion. To 
admire them, to doat and dwell on them 
with that Ardency and Conſtancy of Affection, 
as ſome do, is undoubtedly blame-worthy. 
There are other Books, which more juſtly 
claim the Attention of all Chriſtians, eſpe- 
cially ſuch as are Teachers of others. D To 
e now 


TW) 

know more of ſacred Poetry than prophane, 
to be better acquainted with the Eloquence of 
Paul, than of Cicero; with the Hiſtory of 
Chriſt, than of the Heroes of Greece and 
Rome, will always be the Duty of a Chriſtian 
Divine. 5 CEE: 

Let all take Care not to abuſe the good Gift 
of LEARNING in any of the Inſtances before- 
mentioned. Let none employ it in vain and 
empty Trifles ; or, what is worſe, in the 
Cauſe of Vice and Infidelity. A thouſand 
times better it is for a Man to have no Learn. 
ing at all, than to uſe it in ſo execrable a 
Manner, and to ſo vile an End. To decry 
Virtue and laugh at Religion, (I tremble to 
think on it) ſeem to be the prevailing Hu- 
mours of this Age. Some Men, who pre- 
tend to great Learning and Penctration, have 
given themſelves theſe Airs. And there are 
many poor fervile mimicking Fools, who. 
affect to do the ſame, that they may be of 
the Faſhion, and be thought Men of Learn- 
ing and Sagacity too. But theſe mean Imitators 
are deceived in their Men. The Scoffers 
they copy after are ſuch generally as are poſſeſt 
with that dangerous Thing, a little Learn- 
ing ; ſuch as are far inferior, in natural and 
acquired Abilities, to thoſe who have been 
on the Orthodox Side. This any one muſt 
eaſily be convinced of, when he duly con- 
ſiders, who have been the Enemies, and who 
the Advocates of Virtue and Chriſtianity. 
But even thoſe who are furniſhed with a 
large Stock of Knowledge in Tongues and 
Sciences, and uſe it as they ought, in the C = 
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of true Morality and Religion, will find this 
Knowledge thus us'd of no Service to them, 
unleſs they are endued with that one thing 
needful, mention'd in the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, the Wiſdom of leading a good 

Life. To talk well, and write well, may be 
of Uſe to others, but to live well is that, 
which is of infinite Advantage to ourſelves. 
Yea, what we recommend to others in our 
Words or Writings will have but little Effect 
on them, unleſs they ſee it exemplified in our 
Practice. Let all the Learned then, who aſ- 
ſert the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, according to 

St. Peter's Advice, Add to their Faith Vir- 
tue, th their Knowledge Temperance, Patience, 
Godlineſs, Brotherly-kindneſs, and Charity, leſt, 
while they teach others how to win God's 
Favour, they themſelves be rejected from it. 

And let all young Perſons, while they are 
learning Languages, be put in Remembrance, 
that without Charity, that is, a true Principle 
of Goodneſs in the Mind, ＋ to ſpeak with the 
Tongues of Men and Angels i is but empty Noiſe, 
to underſtand all > na and. all Knowledge 7s 
nothing worth. 

J have the Pleaſure 1 to obſerve, that 
this amicable Meeting, begun among us, is 
intended, as for the Encouragement of Learn- 
ing, ſo for the Promotion of ſome of the 
Virtues before-mention'd, (and I hope it will 
never claſh with any of them.) The Fur- 
therance of Brotherly-love and Chriſtian Cha- 
rity is one chief End of it. May this End be 

N | always 
2 Pet. Ht + 1 Cor. Wü. 1, 2. 


„ 
always regularly purſued; and, whilſt it is, 
may this Society ever flouriſh. 


And now, that true Religion and ſound 


Learning, with whatever elſe is Praiſe-worthy, 
may always abound in our's, and all other 


Places ſet apart for the Education of Youth, 
God of his infinite Mercy grant thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and Power ; Majeſty, Dominion, 
and Glory, now and for evermore, 


FINIS. 
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of true Morality and Religion, will find this 
Knowledge thus us'd of no Service to them, 
unleſs they are endued with that one thing 


needful, mention'd in the beginning of this 
Diſcourſe, the Wiſdom of leading a good 


Life. To talk well, and write well, may be 
of Uſe to others, but to live well is that, 
which is of infinite Advantage to ourſelves. 
Tea, what we recommend to others in our 
Words or Writings will have but little Effect 
on them, unleſs they ſee it exemplified in our 
Practice. Let all the Learned then, who aſ- 
ſert the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, according to 
St. Peter's Advice, * Add to their Faith Vir- 
tue, tb their Knowledge Temperance, Patience, 
Godlineſs, Brotherly-kindneſs, and Charity, leſt, 
while they teach others how to win God's 
Favour, they themſelves be rejected from it. 

And let all young Perſons, while they are 
learning Languages, be put in Remembrance, 
that without Charity, that is, a true Principle 
of Goodneſs in the Mind, Þ fo ſpeak with the 
Tongues of Men and Angels is but empty Noiſe, 
to underſtand all Myſteries and all Knowledge is 
nothing worth.  - 

I have the Pleaſure here to obſerve, that 
this amicable Meeting, begun among us, 1s 
intended, as for the Encouragement of Learn- 
ing, ſo for the Promotion of ſome of the 
Virtues before-mention'd, (and I hope it will 
never claſh with any of them.) The Fur- 
therance of Brotherly-love and Chriſtian Cha- 

rity is one chief End of it. May this End be 

. Ces always 
1 Pet. 4. 5. + 1 Cor. Xii. 1, 2. 


Eo 
always regularly purſued ; and, whilſt it is, 
may this Society ever flouriſh. 


And now, that true Religion and ſound 
Learning, with whatever elſe is Praiſe-worthy, 
may always abound in our's, and all other 
Places ſet apart for the Education of Youth, 
God of his infinite Mercy grant thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, to whom with the Father 
and the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed all Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, and Power ; Majeſty, Dominion, 
and Glory, now 1 for evermore. 


E 1 


— 


« 3 1 


"Wm. 2 


K 


n 


— = ff 
* r r 
; — e 


— — 


thereon —— —— —— 


— tr En 
. CA En "TB - 


*. 


— 


2 


23 — — 
— —— — — — E 
* — — — 


— 


* 
3 


5 


0 
re 


Nn 


